448                       SIEGE OF SYRACUSE.

The one occurrence of this year which rises above medi-
ocrity is the siege of Syracuse by Marcellus. In the preced-
ing year, as already noted, owing to the death of the old king,
Hiero, and the turbulence of the short reign of his young and
weak grandson, Hieronymus, Syracuse had joined the Car-
thaginian cause, under two of Hannibal's emissaries, Epicydes
and Hippocrates, and Marcellus had been sent there to be-
siege it.

The siege is made principally of interest by the ingenious
mechanical devices of Archimedes to resist the approaches of
the Komans. The siege of the city by the Athenians in B. C.
415-413 has> in other respects, more interest.

Marcellus began by capturing Leontini, inland eighteen
miles to the northwest, and then set to work to shut the city
in by sea and land.

Alexander and his engineers had given the first real im-
petus to the art of fortification and sieges which was to any
extent lasting. The Greeks in every part of the world took
up the subject, and applied to it all the art and science then
known. The siege of Khodes by Demetrius Poliorcetes, in
B. c. 305, exemplified the progress made, and proved the
value of the purely scientific man in furthering the com-
mercial interests of every nation, by devising better ships
and by constructing better harbors, as well as in fostering
their political security by a better system of fortification*
This latter gave rise to more scientific means of attacking
fortified places.

The centre of learning at that day was Alexandria in
Egypt. Pure learning, as we]! as the allied mechanical arts,
throve singularly there. All branches of literary and scien-
tific work emanated chiefly from this great city. Distin-
guished mathematicians and mechanical engineers of all kinds
here had their headquarters. Syracuse, being an important
bal wan abhs to rotum to Spain, with reinforcement** .er, hoping that lie might each with two legions.m
